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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Goodenow, Earle . Knopf 
ANGELO GOES TO THE CARNIVAL Cloth; $2.00 


: Here's another of Mr. Goodenow's sublime fantasies (see Cow Concert and Cow 
Voyage), about an Italian sea coast town- and its off shore life. Angelo, a little boy 
who sings beautifully, wants a costume for the carnival. There seems to be no hope of 
getting one until he is shipwrecked one day, taken by the fish to a grotto and so charms 
them with his singing that they give him a treasure chest. A simple text and the large, 
declarative colored pencil pictures have familiar appeal. (3/??. LC: 55-6098) 


Kraus, Robert Oxford 
JUNIOR THE SPOILED CAT Cloth; $2.00 


New Yorker readers already know Robert Kraus' drawings of tubby bodied people 
and animals who have a friendly, bewildered look about them. Here he's fashioned a 
short companion text to relate how Bobby who loved and pampered his cat Junior, got 
sick and could be cured only by Junior's presence. Pat humor, as Kraus spoofs nervous 
parents and doctors and praises a good pal's purr. Good stitching. (2/17) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Lipkind, Will Harcourt, Brace 
BOY OF THE ISLANDS Cloth; $2.50 


A story of Hawaii in the days before its discovery by Captain Cook, this 
parallels Mr. Lipkind's Boy With A Harpoon (1952) a story of Alaskan Eskimos. Young 
Lua, whose father had married the daughter of a chief from a neighboring island, finds 
himself in the midst of a political controversy. His uncle, the new chief, is exacting 
more taxes than the people of Lua's island deem right and so a "peace" party of canoes 
is sent out with Lua as a kind of ambassador. With his friendliness he turns the visit 
into a truly peaceful one, s#@kid background for his own future as chief of his own 
island. Factually and imaginatively told, with strongly accented drawings by Nicholas. 


(2/2. LC: 54-5154) 


Bianco, Pamela Lippincott 
THE VALENTINE PARTY $2.00 


Despite ominous beginnings, St. Valentine's Day comes off happily for five 
year old Cathy. She goes out for a walk and everyone she meets seems to be going to I 
another party- but when she comes home, there they all are to surprise her. Miss Bianco's J 
familiarly polite narrative, her fascinatingly neat and stiff pastel drawings, make a 
precise cutout of little girl life. (1/26. LC: 54-7303) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Plowhead, Ruth Gypson Caxton 
THE SILVER NIGHTINGALE $2.50 


Subtitled And Other Stories, this brings together a sampling of the author's 
work which has appeared in children's magazines- Story Parade, Child Life, Junior Home. 
Those familiar with her style will recognize them as sweet-tempered, homey stories, set 
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in fairyland or the modern world. The title story is about a poor girl who finds a 

princess' slipper and is given the chance to sing; there is another about six needy 

children who find a way to go to the circus; A Home for Danny tells of a wandering father @ 
who finally settles down so his son can live like other boys etc.,etc. Illustrated in 

stylized pattern by Agnes Randall Moore. (2/26. LC: 55-6754) 


Holland, Marion Knopf 
BILLY'S CLUBHOUSE $2.50 


Billy Had a System (1952, p. 658) introduced the young Kidwell to the neighbor- 
hood fourth grade reading circuit. These are further adventures. Billy's big problem is 
to remove the threat of new tenants whose occupancy of half a vacant lot will deprive 
Billy and his gang of a baseball diamond. Using effective if questionable methods, Billy 
collects every kid he can. As one of their fathers happens to own the other half of the 
lot, the kids have a right to raise enough of a ruckus to discourage the prospective tenants 
completely. This done, the way to more baseball and a real clubhouse of their own, is 
cleared. Comparable to Beverly Cleary's work, the Billy stories are nevertheless over 
long and lack the salty punch of the Henry and Ribsy tales. Author's illustrations. (3/2) 


Longmans, Green 


Magoon, Marian 
OJIBWAY DRUMS $2.75 


A slight story relates an Ojibway boy, Half Sky's, twelfth year and serves as a 
vehicle tc describe Indian life in the days before the white man. Approaching manhood, 
Half Sky's life is centered around the pilgrimage he must make to Dreamer's Rock, there to 
stay and fast until the vision of his animal spirit comes to him, and, further to qualify 
himself for the event, he is able to warn his tribe of an impending Iroquois attack. Though 
a capture occurs, the Ojibway warriors return unharmed. All this, against the backdrop of 
seasonal and daily customs, makes an adequate if familiarly patterned book. Illustrated by © 


Larry Toschick. (3/?. LC: 55-6730) 


Messner 


Oakes, Vanya 
ROY SATO: New Neighbor $2.75 

In line with her Willy Wong: American (1951, P. 102) are the problems of Roy 
Sato, a second generation Nisei boy whose parents were born in California, but whose race 
still makes him feel that he is considered as an oriental rather than the American he is. 
When the Satos move to a new part of Los Angeles, Roy's classmates want him to tell them 
about Japan. To this he objects, but as friendships deepen, so does Roy's interest in his 
background. He listens to his Grandmother's stories and through school and home activities 
the cultural give and take increases the mutual good. Simple but healthy notes on America 
as a land of many peoples. Pictures by Isami Kashiwagi. (3/26 LC: 55-6928) 


Westminster 


Whitney, Phyllis A. 
MYSTERY ON THE ISLE OF SKYE $2.75 
Though most of Mrs. Whitney's best writing has been for the 12 to 16 group this 
younger story of 12 year old Cathy MacLeod, a Chicagoan with a strong Scotch heritage, 
combines mystery and personal growth to good advantage. Orphaned Cathy who lives with her 
Skye-born Grandmother has the opportunity of going on a trip with her relatives, the Corbins, 
who are going to Skye from Philadelphia. As a further surprise Cathy's Grandmother has made 
up a bundle of mysterious letters and packages for Cathy to open on the trip- each one of 
which will lead her closer to the heart of Skye. As it turns out, they lead her closer to 
friendship too. Cathy is able to soften the antagonism of her cousin Don Corbin, 13. 
Further credible adventures lead to Cathy's firm friendship with the Frasers, Morag and 
Ranald,who are descendants in turn of a dear friend of her Grandmother's. Warm, polished 


storytelling. (3/14). 
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Knopf 
HOW TO PLAY BASEBALL $2.50 


Bonner, M. G. 


A book of good, snappy instructions and pointers by the popular writer of 
young sports stories covers the field from dugout to outfield and includes tips on 
rules, lingo and the basic values of team spirit. Introductory chapters on setting 
up a diamond and play procedure precede material on the positions themselves- pitcher, 
catcher, the basemen etc., as well as the importance of offensive play and the main- 
tenance of a good batting average. Not specifically geared to Little League, this as 
a general text should have wide sales value. Pictures by Bernard Krigstein.(2/?. 

LC: 55-6096) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Weber, Lenora Mattingly Crowell 
BEANY HAS A SECRET LIFE $2.75 


Latest in the Beany Malone series takes our heroine, now a junior at Harkness 
High in Denver, over some rough 16 year old bumps. There's a new stepmother in newsman 
Martie Malone's large family, and a discouraging if temporary rebuff from the school's 
clubs throws Beany into the arms of an executive secret club of six members, started 
by glamorous, unhappy Maurine. Adair, Martie's new wife, is young and artistic and 
Beany is determined to like her until a set of circumstances that includes the theft 
of Adair's car, seems to prove irrevocably that Adair is out for blood. Beany takes 
increased refuge with Maurine and the small gang, but with her brother taking a hand, 
she realizes at last why such groups are against school jurisdiction. Maurine too 
confesses both to the damage done Adair's car and to a serious if reparable step 
father problem. Warm, humorous and adult handling of these thorny issues. (3/1. 


LC: 55-5839) 


Marshall, Catherine Longmans, Green 
THE UNWILLING HEART $3.00 


* A problem novel, this gives young Linda Doverman some hard knocks and shows 
with considerable perception how she lives up to the consequences of having a father 
who must spend a year in jaii for embezzlement. When the blow comes, the Dovermans 
have had the rewards of a closely knit family life and a highly regarded position in 
their community; Linda is popular at high school and Mr. Doverman had a reputation 
for warmth and generosity. Now he must serve his term realizing the mistake of having 
let his outgiving nature get the better of him. Linda herself does not know whether 
to believe in her father's ability to make a new start. There's an almost overwhelming 
discouragement at the real and imagined attitudes of her schoolmates and the towns- 
people, but with the resources of her basically strong personality, Linda makes the 
most of a bad situation. Working, understanding, helping others- she opens herself to 
help fromothers too- and the end of the year brings a lasting emotional security. 
Good. Vera Bock's drawings. (3/?. LC: 55-6731) 


Rush, William Marshall Longmans, Green 
LUMBERMAN'S DOG $3.00 


Writing again of the open country and its men and animals (see his Wild 
liorses of kainroék, 1951, Gold Prospector 1948 etc.) Mr. Rush tells what happens during 
Rogers' first year out of college where he had trained for the forestry service. With 
a temporary position the only one he could find, Ken goes with some misgivings to work 
for the sheep rancher Mr. Bruce, who needs someone to patrol his small timber area. 

As a side duty, Ken is given Wreck, a pedigreed, but wild Irish terrier to manage on 
his rambles. Ken has his hands full with Wreck,who lives up to his name, and the 
timber as his immediate problems, but to add to them, there are local moonshiners. 
Eventually, when Ken persuades Mr. Bruce to let him start his own small lumber company, 
a few bad risks come to the surface before the outfit becomes a going concern. Taxingly 
episodic but as healthy as the outdoor life it describes. Illustrations by Donald W. 
Lambo. (3/2) 
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Macmillan 
KING JOHN'S TREASURE $2.00 


The practiced hand that wrote Journey's End, a play, and Chedworth, an adult 
novel, fashions a smooth flowing English mystery adventure with grace and facility. Plumb- 3} 
ing history for his theme, he takes the story of King John's loot- the Crown and Regalia 
of the Plantagenet Kings, supposedly lost in the Lincoln Fens a week before his death- 
and weaves an amazis, tale of its present day discovery by two school boys, Simon and 
Peter. When they hear the story from their history professor, they are inspired to go on 
@ search during their next vacation. They come upon surprising sets of circumstances- the 
key one being the closed up estate of the Lesters, where that family has lived sequestered 
for centuries. On probing further, the boys discover that it was Sir Hubert, an ancestor 
of the Lesters,to whom the regalia were given by John who also bequeathed him the kingdom; 
and that the Lestere and been living there ever since with the crown and their sacred trust. 
Through young Michael, next in line to be "king", Simon and Peter make friends with the 
family, help them to see the foolishness of their position and the wisdom of turning over 
the treasure to the authorities. Traditional pen drawings by Douglas Relf for this neatly 


solved case. A strange story made credible. (1/25) 


4 J (4) Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued 


Sherriff, R. C. 


Macrae Smith 
CINTRA'S CHALLENGE $2.50 


A rarefied equestrian romance, set in meticulously tended Virginia hunting 
country, runs through several hunts: for the fox, for true love, and for the healthy main- 
tenance of both tradition and progress. The heroine of our story, Cintra Shelbourne of 
Shelbourne Hall, has helped her architect father with the stable end of his business, 
caring for the horses and looking after the guests who come to hunt- in particular the 
Bakers and Gary Townsend from New York. Though Gary has courted Sheila Baker, romance 
flares between him and Cintra despite the intentions of young Burke Montgomery who lives 
nearby. There is too- the question of a scientific research center to be built near the @ 
Hall- a commission which Mr. Shelbourne refuses to take. But a season of hunting with 
good horses and people in the lead straightens out misunderstandings- and the jumps are 
easily taken on a course that ends with Cintra and Burke paired off for a "stable" future 
and Mr. Shelbourne reconciled to the research center. Green pastures. Pictures by Manning 


de V. Lee have a trim glamour. (3/7. LC: 55-6448) 


McIlvaine, Jane S. 


Messner 
HOLD FAST TO YOUR DREAMS $2.75 


A dramatic treatment of Negro discrimination comes at a moment when the issue 
is especially warm. Emmy Lou Jefferson, who wants to do ballet, lives with her father in 
Alabama- in a town where she cannot even join her classmates in a dance recital. Then 
she is given the opportunity to go to Blue Mesa, Arizona, where her aunt and uncle live 
and she is thrilled at the prospect of more freedom and artistically inclined schools, even 
though Aunt Ellen has told her Blue Mesa is not all it claims to be. Emmy Lou finds this 
out quite soon. Certain girls at school are friendly but others are not. Because of this 
Eumy Lou is put into a foik dancing rather than a ballet class. Eventually she persuades 
her adviser of her ambition and is transferred for a lead in a performance, but she's 
shocked at an unreasonable demotion. It takes the exposing of another girl's father who 
threatened to withold funds for a festival if Emmy Lou had the lead, to right the wrongs. 
The ending, with a Hollywood offer for Emmy Lou, dulls some of the thoughtfulness here. 


(3/Rq Le: 55-6922) 


Nash, Eleanor Arnett Romance for Young Moderns—- Messner 
KIT CORELLI: TV STYLIST $2.75 


Blanton, Catherine 


Kit Corelli definitely has a better break than most girls who come to the big city. 
For this reason and because her story has been given an honest handling despite the un- 
believable factors of age and savoir faire, it is popular yet thoughtful reading. Kit, 19, 
and living at the Barbizon,is a little unsatisfied with her copywriting job in a big New 
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York department store. She meets Nora who is older and also working at the store and 
then Nota, taking her as a roommate, urges her to foto fashion group lectures, and, in 
becoming a third party in a half-hearted romance oi Kit's, helps them both to become 
more understanding people. The new job opportunity opens for Kit as part-time style 
adviser to a TV show on a big network. Working at it makes her neglect Bob, who begins 
to date Nora. Kit learns not to be unreasonably jealous, but when her job becomes full 
time, with three shows to manage, she almost repeats the act with Grey Brown, the set 
designer, until she finds that working with the one she loves brings the greatest 
rewards. Glamour plus, but the values are sounder’ than some. (3/a€ Lc: 55-6926) 


Wells, Helen Romance for Young Moderns- Messner 
A FLAIR FOR PEOPLE $2.75 


* Like Kit (see report above) Ann Roberts is young to accomplish what she does- 
in personnel work. But during her first two jobs in New York, both Ann and her world 
of human relations are convincingly drawn and highlight the important problem of making 
employees feel like respected individuals. From College,where she has majored in 
psychology and sociology, Ann goes to a doll factory as a personnel assistant, intro- 
duced by handsome but cool Blake Walton, an industrial engineer working there on cost 
reduction and efficiency. Ann is very successful in getting to know the workers and 
in actually solving a tough personality problem with the temperamental Clara whose 
artistic nature keeps her from managing a decent home- and helping another boy to go 
to college. But there she is at a standstill. Her boss does not believe in "too much 
psychology" and when Blake,who is also more efficiency than personality minded, leaves 
for another job himself, Ann leaves too. She goes to night school at Columbia, finds 
an apartment, and a personnel position at a huge department store. When Blake appears 
to be contended with again, Ann and another boy persuade the store away from Blake's 
ideas of discipline and crackdowns, to a human one of understanding the clerks as 
individuals. Good. (3/2 LC: 55-6930) 


Cooke, Donald E. Thomas Nelson 
J OHNNY -ON-THE-SPOT $2.50 © 


More mystery adventure (see The Narrow Ledge of Fear, 1953 p. 118) is set 
in the present day Caribbean as orphaned 15-year old Johnny Garrett, haunting the 


Philadelphia waterfront, suddenly finds himself in the company of dashing Stormy Brenner. 


Befriended and rescued by Stormy in a fight, Johnny is thrilled to be taken aboard his 
fancy yacht and hired to sail south. But there are other things. They sail in the 
dead of night with an unmentioned cargo. Stormy himself is a rich man who has taken 
to the sea from boredom. Down to Trinidad and back to the Virgin Islands they sail- 
plot and action thickening until at Charlotte Amalie Johnny realizes the truth about 
Stormy- that he is smuggling dope for thrills. In spite of his hero worship, he 
helps the authorities get their man. Fast. (3/2? LC: 55-6315) 


Kyle, Elisabeth Thomas Nelson 
CAROLINA HOUSE $2.50 


Scotland again (see West Wind- 1950 p. 352, The Captain's House- 1953, p-151) 
as the author writes of Caro Meldrum who at 18 comes to Glasgow with her only possessions 
an old house in the slums and an interesting family history. Descended from tobacco mer- 
chants who lost their fortunes to another Glasgow family, the MacKinlay's, in the 18th 
century, Caro has inherited Carolina House and goes to live there as one of its tenants. 
There too is Pat Pringle a young newsman, who gets Caro a job on the Glasgow Courant. 
Inadvertently he rouses her interest in Gavin MacKinlay, of the rival MacKinlays, who is 
running for a city office in which he will be in a position to buy Carolina House and 
use the space for new buildings. Then the plot thickens, for an old ship model has a 
mystery behind it- which when solved, points to a wrong in the MacKinlays' past as well. 
Historical differences repaired, Caro finds her true love in Pat. Bland. (3/? 16:55-6317) 


Pont, Clarice Thomas Nelson 

SALLY ON THE FENCE $2.50 

Quite an adult story of a musical girl from a broken household hits at an 
older age level than Clarice Pont's earlier stories (Three-Times Easier, 1951 p. 127 
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and Wo School on Friday, 1953 p. 581) and keeps the characteristic seriousness of her work. 
Sally at 15 has had a full life in New York with her artistic mother and faces a good many 
frustrations and misunderstandings when she goes after her mother's death to live with her 
father, a small town doctor in Iowa who had remarried after the divorce years before. A 
two-way resentment builds itself up. Sally's younger stepbrothers and sisters look at her 

as the daughter of "Lillian", the woman to whom Daddy had to send checks. Kind, gentle 
Madge, her stepmother, is sure Sally's silent, well-mannered obedience is a cover for some- 
thing else. While Sally herself feels unwanted and in desperate need of a piano. When 
practising in her high school gym she encounters Franz, a German D.P. boy, who is a pianist 
too- but through him, more misfortunes. For she is forbidden on moral grounds to go with 
alone him to his house to practise and measles prevent them from playing in a school concert. 
But sensing the situation all along, Sally's father takes things in hand and his understand- 
ing yet realistic explanation for the divorce knocks the chip off her shoulder and brings 
her the rewards of music and friendship by way of a new love for her new family. (3/22. 


Ic: 55-6318) 
Waldschmidt, Jean Thomas Nelson 
$2.50 


MYSTERY OF THE OLD THORNDYKE 


An unbelievable but catchy kind of adventure happens to two professor's sons from 
Midwestern University as their father (having broken his leg) sends them off to Carson City 
to supervise the demolition of the Old Thorndyke Hotel. David, 16, and John Paul, 14, are 
descendants of Paul Wildinson who had witnessed King Thorndyke's heyday of cattle rustling, 
which he ended oddly by willing his hotel to the University. With their special interest 
the boys tackle the problem of disappearances in the hotel and find that a derelict des- 
cendant of King's is haunting the place to hunt for King's hidden fortune. Good suspense 
with historical trimmings and a dry humor that makes the boys seem older than they are. 


(3/22. LC: 55-6314) 
Watkins, Richard 


Thomas Nelson ® 


SAILOR RUDD $2.50 


Thunder Beach, a tale of wreck salvaging set in Florida, was Mr. Watkins' last 
mystery adventure (see also Venture West, Crocodile Crew etc.). This one takes a turn 
north again as young Sandy Rudd, through a misconceived wrong, gets stuck for the winter 
in a small Connecticut sea town and becomes instrumental in starting a dredging job to 
clear its harbor of mud. Accused of wrecking Bart,a local boy's boat, Sandy must go to 
work and to the local highschool while his father is off trying to start a news agency. “In 
bad" from the start, Sandy continues to take raps and get into undeserved jams until tough 
old Mahogany Slocum sees a spark of virtue in the boy and gives him a job at his boat yard. 
The work puts him into close contact with Bart, whom Sandy knows to have let his boat go 
adrift in the first place, though he knows too, he was careless in trying to rescue it. The 
climax, a tense moment while salvaging a valuable relic from an old ship, squares off their 
differences, while their discovery creates a new community interest in dredging the bad 


harbour. (3/2. LC: 55-6316) 


Friendlich, Dick Westminster 


BARON OF THE BULL PEN $2.75 


Baron of the bull pen is young Jim Baron, wooed from his college pitching post 
by an offer from the Generals and a chance to play with their major league team. For a 
while the Baron shines but there are the inevitable setbacks, jealousies, a recurrent arm 
injury and a terrific faux pas that loses the Generals an important game and sends Jim back 
to the minors until he recovers his will to win. Lots of ball talk on the side assures a 
hit for Friendlich's audience. (3/14) 
Westminster 


THE CAPTAIN'S SECRET $2.75 @ 
Cape Cod in the days of the China Trade backgrounds a fairly good mystery with all 


the elements from crinolines and long lost cousins to moonlight and gruff voiced seamen- 
Fourteen year old Content Prouty is living a sheltered life in Greatham with her grandfather, 


Hubbell, Harriet Weed 
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a proud old captain, and her vigilant Aunt Tabby. She is bored and frustrated when 
Joshua Du Bois from North Carolina, a grandson of Content's mysterious great uncle 
Jedidy, comes to visit. Joshua is a wonder to the Greathamites for, as Content dis- 
covers, Jedidy's reputation is that of a renegade pirate who fled south during the 
Revolutionary war. Going to work to clear their minds of doubt brings Content and 
Joshua into contact with an Indian, a crazy woman and a crooked peddler but they 
finally prove that Jedidy was not a pirate but a patriot. Involved, but a definite 
improvement over the author's Cannons Over Niagara (1954) a slow moving story of 1812. 


(3/14. Le: 55-5877) 
















TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Leyson, Capt. Burr W. Dutton 
MARVELS OF INDUSTRIAL SCIENCE $3.00 


A book by a prolific writer on science and scientific developments (see his 
It syorks Like Vhis, Plastics in the World of Tomorrow) reveals the world beyond the 
factory door- with specific regard to cellulose, nylon, glass, electronics, the atomic 
battery, the gas turbine and the silicones. Pithy information on each of these topics 
has been outlined to tell the origin, development, and uses for the various products. 
The material on glass for example, relates the old Egyptian formulas still in use 
today, their variations (lead glass is used for many camera lenses), and the making 
of the huge Palomar telescope. Clear descriptions too, tell just exactly how many 
other familiar products are made. Speculations on the future and a certain flair for 
the drama of science gear this for scientific bents. Photos & diagrams. (3/2. 
LC: 54-1093) 

Burt, Olive Shelf of Biographies- Messner 

JOHN CHARLES FREMONT $2.75 


A full and sympathetic biography of the pathfinder of the West, this covers 
the events in his life adequately and endears him as the leader-explorer whose deeds 
enabled the U.S. to develop the west. His shortcomings, and there were many, are not 
overlooked. They fade however, in the light of positive good. He was dismissed from 
school for negligence but went on to teach mathematics. Under threat of recall during 
one of his first explorations, he pushed on to widen the results of his journey. Dis- 
obeying Kearny in the fight for the possession of California is partially excused by 
the fact that Fremont did not know the full extent of Kearny's position. In the case 
of confiscating rebel property in Missouri there is Fremont's desire to end slavery 
even though he was condemned for going beyond his bounds, etc. The incidents are in 
good relief here, richly backgrounded with the details of exploration, by an author 
who knows her west. (3/28. LC: 55-6923) 


Garst, Shannon Shelf of Biographtes-Meg.- er 
JAMES BOWIE AND HIS FAMOUS KNIFE $2.75 f 


Shannon Garst's interpretation of James Bowie takes full advantage of the 
deeds of a colorful figure. Beginning with Bowie's Georgia boyhood, she reconstructs 
his surroundings vividly, from the bayou swamps to the open country of Texas, from 
the legends that soon symbolized him to the actual roles he played as a landowner who 
made his fortune and as a leader in the war with Mexico. The episodes form a true-to- ; 
life picture. There was his close association through life with Rezin his brother; : 
the invention of the knife that brought first fame to the Bowie name; the pioneering 
in Louisiana and later in Texas where Bowie's reputation made his success sure and 
introduced him to Urselita Veramendi who became his wife. Her death in the plague 
was a tragedy for him, but one that perhaps spurred him to even greater efforts in 
the freeing of Texas from Mexico. An exciting character sketch with a fair picture 
of the political issues of his time. (3/Pb Lc: 55-6927) 


Brown, Marion Marsh Westminister 
BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS $2.75 


* A very creditable biography of Francis Scott Key by the author of two other 
fine studies, Young Nathan (1949) and The Swamp Fox (1950). Through the real and 
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fiction-like quality of her writing Mrs. Brown gives both characters and issues an impres- 
sive immediacy. The biography covers Key's life from his early teens to the writing of our 
national anthem, and if the reader suspects a sentimental patriotism at the start it is 
soon disspelled as Frank's boyish loyalty gives way to an adult's intelligence through his © 
law studies at St. John's in Annapolis. There is an appealing account of his courtship and 
marriage to Mary Lloyd, but along with it, after the young couple move to Washington, are 
the stages of Frank's career as a promising lawyer who knew Jefferson and Burr, Clay, Judge 
Chase and the fiery John Randolph of Virginia. Key was a first hand witness in the Burr 
and Chase controversies. In the war of 1812 he was against our invasion of Canada, so it 
was a thoroughly reasoned love that prompted the writing of the Star Spangled Banner at the 
siege of Fort McHenry. Recommended as vivid, balanced history. (3/14). 


Are we Scientists? No! 


A question recently raised by an author, Ira Freeman, in regard to our report on 
ALL ABOUT THE WONDERS OF CHEMISTRY (P. 446) seems to indicate the necessity of clarifying 
our position on books of this kind. We should like to claim omniscience on all substance 
contained in texts that reach us for review. Actually, this would be absurd. We do- to 
the best of our ability- secure technical advice and opinion when necessary. Where, how- 
ever, the competence of the author is not to be guestioned, we feel that our function 1s 
to report the scope of the material, the handling, the application intended, whether for 
laboratory or home use (in such books as this), and the general readability of the text and 
format of presentation. We regret that any misunderstanding of terminology should have 
arisen, in regard to a book we thoroughly approved. 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


And now another problem- a twice told tale. 


What- and who- are Young Adults? We've presented our position, the result of @ 
discussion with some of our subscribers, correspondence with others, and our own thinking: - 
from the middle teens, young people should be ready for anything and reading for them can- 
not and should not be strictly rationed. Consequently, we are placing in the 12-16 section 
those books which publishers bring out for young adults; and putting under Young Adults 
condensed reports from the adult pages on books that we think have appeal and interest for 
upper teens. We do, however, list books from the 12-16 section as cross-reference, to be 
used at the discretion of librarians and people dealing with the teen agers. The difference 
between the 12~16 and the Young Adult sections is one of extension rather than degree. 


But there is a new issue involved- the creation of special series designed for 
Young Adults, such as Doubleday'’s CAVALCADE BOOKS and Hanover House HEADLINERS. Frankly 
we hold no brief for reissuing, in somewhat watered down versions, books that can be read 
in the original by any mature teen ager. We feel therefore that these books, and those 
written by adult fiction writers, should be judged on their individual merits, and that - 
except perhaps in rare exceptions - they belong in the early teen not the upper teen range. 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction- from 12 - 16 Section: 


Marshall, Catherine- THE UNWILLING HEART Longmans, Green 
Wells, Helen- A FLAIR FOR PEOPLE Messner 


Household, Geoffrey Little, Brown 
FELLOW PASSENGER $3.50 @ 


A blithe pursuit begins in Ecuador when, at the death of his father and the 
promise of an inheritance cached in an English manor, Claudio Howard Wolferstan goes to 


Moreton Intrinseca and finds that it is a security hostel for British scientists, among 
them the delectable Dr. Cornelia. Caught there, Claudio is jailed for an irresponsible 
youthful record as a communist. Escaping, he is picked up by some "comrades" and smuggled 
to Riga and from there it is a succession of disguises until he returns to the manor, the 
treasure, Cornelia and exposure. A light hotfoot. (Full report on p. 2/2h. LC: 53-5537) 
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Marquand, John Little, Brown 
SINCERELY WILLIS WAYDE $3.75 


Today's verson of Dodsworth, with less compassion and more acidity, results 
in a recognizable portrait of many a top executive, the robber barons who justify 
their advances by rationalization and insistence on major virtues. Willis was an 
ordinary boy when his rolling stone of a father became an inventor and engineer in 4 
New England factory, owned by a family who later sponsored Willis' advance. Always 
insecure, Willis finally broke his relations with them to move on, but there was al- 
ways the nagging unsureness that reeded outward acceptance. With his marriage came 
the question of whether or not his wife would be quite so acceptant. While the first 
half of Willis' story has its own compulsion of interest the last lacks elements of 
surprise, while Willis grows less convincing, less likeable and wholly predictable 
as his power increases. (Full report on p. 813. e/on, IC: 55-5534) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults! Non-Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Brown, Marion Marsh- BROAD STRIPES AND BRIGHT STARS Westminster 
Leyson, Capt. Burr W.- MARVELS OF INDUSTRIAL SCIENCE Dutton 
Vaculik, Serge Dutton 

AIR COMMANDO $4.00 


fA. custom-fit for Steig's snippets, this story of war experiences has all 
the elements of heroism, cleverness and romantic love. A student during the Paris 
occupation, Vaculik escaped to England. Captured on a return mission, he survived 
torture and a firing squad, rejoined his comrades and returned happily to the British 
wife he had married without parental consent. Attractive adventure. (2/17. LC 255-5349) 
(Full report on p. 830) 

Thompson, Inspector Walter Henry Farrar, Straus & Young 

ASSIGNMENT: CHURCHILL $3.75 


An almost lifetime career (19 years) as Churchill's bodyguard brings up 
fascinating incidents during Inspector Thompson's hectic duties as he tagged his man 
the world over. Attempted assassination in Egypt, painting in France, talks with 
Roosevelt- these are there to absorb. A unique picture of Churchill emerges from 
the guardsman's biography. (Full report on p. 825. (1/20. LC: 54-11972) 


Aldrich, Richard Stoddard Greystone 
GERTRUDE LAWRENCE AS MRS. A. $h 95 


The magnitude of a star, and a marriage, achieves a warmth and humanity with 
Mr. Aldrich's account of his life with Gertrude Lawrence. Their meeting and friend- 
ship, the obstacles overcome both before and after they had wed- run a gamut of the 
emotions from joy to frustration with the end result- delight. Sure popularity here. 
Illustrated with many photographs. (Full report on p. 825. 1/7. LC: 54-11970) 


Salisbury, Harrison Harper 
AMERICAN IN RUSSIA $4 .00 





The New York Times’ correspondent's five year sojourn in Russia provides thought 


for political commentary in an engrossing and readable book. More than witnessing the 
many happenings in Red Square- The Doctor's Plot, Stalin's death, etc.- Mr. Salisbury 
travelled the length of Russia meeting and talking to people, some in whom the West 
might have hope. A fine personal view through a newsman's expert eyes. (Full report 


on p. 833. 2/23. LC: 55-659L) 
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Little, Brown 


Berton, Laura B. & Pierre 
I MARRIED THE KLONDIKE $4.50 


A lively account of 25 years in Dawson pictures the unique and typical aspects 
of the life of a town. The author came there 14 years after the Gold Rush, found it dwindl- 
ing, but stayed to marry and raise a family, and in her description of individuals and 
incidents, style, romance and history blend in an absorbing book of yesteryear. (Full 
report on p. 827. 2/17. ILC: 54-11128) 
Little, Brown 


Lewis, George & Fish, Byron 
ELEPHANT TRAMP $4.00 


A "most unusual" story of an elephant handler's life with creatures whose charms 
are definitely not the disarming type. Slim Lewis writes of his elephants with love, for 
when there were gory deeds there was always a good reason, for him, behind them. Slim's 
days as a circus handler had their more touching moments along with the thrills. Stand 
back where you belong but join the throng to see the.... ELEPHANT! (Full report on p. 


835. 2/28. Ic: 54-8292) 


Livingstone, Jeffrey H. McGraw-Hill 
BUILD YOUR OWN SUMMER CAMP OR CABIN $4.50 


Advanced "do it yourself" projects for the really ambitious contain a variety 
of plans from the simplest structures to more elaborate cottages. Each plan has its 
construction outline, materials list, site selections, weather orientation etc., etc. 
and all are geared to one man building with minimal space and money requirements. Illustra- 


tions and photographs. (Full report on p. 794. 1/7) 


Scharff, Robert McGraw-Hill © 
COMPLETE BOATING BOOK $4.95 


For the novice, this introduction and reference guide is a complete log of the 
sport- from terminology to fitting a boat to your needs. Words on motors, weather, naviga- 
tion prepare for a discussion of trips and their organization, and appendices, drawings and 
photos add to the useful supply of information. (Full report on p. 794. 1/12) 


Norton 


Skrede, Wilfred 
ACROSS THE ROOF OF THE WORLD $3.50 

An account of the now famous odyssey which took the author at 19, from Oslo, 
across Russia, China and the Himalayas in his attempt to reach the Norwegian Air Force in 
Canada. An accident in Sinkiang separated him from his companions, and he spent months 
in a native hospital where a Russian girl was the only grace note. Then on alone, none 
too steadily, he took an incredible trip which wound up eventually in Canada, via Turkestan, 
across mountains to Kashgar, to Capetown and on. There's a sense of grandeur and isolation - 
of beauty along with filth- of primitive people, usually hospitable and friendly, in a 
highly personal, pleasantly styled narrative. (See P. 802. Feb.) 


Oxford 


Ritchie, Jean 
SINGING FAMILY OF THE CUMBERLANDS $4.00 

A friendly welcome to the Ritchies of Kentucky is offered by the author who 
was one of 14 children and who has "treasured it up" in warmest fashion. Along with 
ballads and songs there is the mountain life that glows in recollection, the fuel of 
experiences to warm your hands on. (Full report on p. 831. 2/17. LC: 55-5554). @ 





